DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
UNITED STATES ARMY INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY COMMAND
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY OFFICE
FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, MARYLAND 20755-5995

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF:

September 14, 2001

Freedom of Information/
Privacy Office

Mzr. John Young
CRYPTOME

251 West 89" Street

Suite 6E

New York, New York 10024

Dear Mr. Young:

a. Your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request of March 29 2001, for records
concerning various dossiers. Your request was received in this office on April 18, 2001.

b. Our letter of April 20, 2001, informing you that additional time was needed to review the
records and we were unable to comply to the 20-day statutory time limit in processing your
request.

We have conducted checks of the automated Defense Clearance and Investigations Index and
a search of the Investigative Records Repository to determine the existence of Army intelligence
investigative records responsive to your request.

We have located the enclosed records pertaining to Dominican Republic Intelligence Services,
ZF400031W. As aresult of our review, it has been determined that the records are partially
releasable to you. A copy is enclosed for your use. Fees for processing this request are waived.

We have completed a mandatory declassification review in accordance with Executive Order
(EO) 12958. As aresult of this review, 21 pages are denied in their entirety, as they are currently
and properly classified SECRET according to Sections 1.3(a)(2) and 3.4(b)(1) of EO 12958.

This information 1s exempt from the public disclosure provisions of the FOIA pursuant to Title 5
U.S. Code 552 (b)(1). It is not possible to reasonably segregate meaningful portions of the
withheld pages for relcase. A brief explanation of the applicable sections follows:

Section 1.3(a)(2) of EO 12958 provides that information shall be classified SECRET if its
unauthorized disclosure reasonably could be expected to cause serious damage to the national
security.



Section 3.4(b)(1) of EO 12958 provides that classified information more than 25 years old is
exempt from automatic declassification if it would reveal the identify of a confidential human
source, or reveal information about the application of an intelligence source or method or
reveal the identity of a human intelligence source when the unauthorized disclosure of the
source would clearly and demonstrably damage the national security interests of the

United States.

The withholding of the information described above is a partial denial of your request. This
denial is made on behalf of Brigadier General Keith B. Alexander, the Commanding General,
U.S. Army Intelligence and Security Command, who is the Initial Denial Authority for Army
intelligence investigative and security records under the FOIA. You have the right to appeal this
decision to the Secretary of the Army. If you wish to file an appeal, you should forward it to this
office. Your appeal must be postmarked no later than 60 calendar days from the date of this
letter. After the 60 day period, the case may be considered closed; however, such closure does
not preclude you from filing litigation in the courts.

We have been informed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) that the information
bracketed in black is exempt from public disclosure pursuant to Title 5 U.S. Code 552 (b)(1) of
the FOIA.

The withholding of the information by the FBI constitutes a partial denial of your request and
you have the right to appeal this decision. If you decide to file an appeal, it should be forwarded
to the following: Co-Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice,
Flag Building, Suite 570, Washington, DC 20530-0001 within 60 days from the date of this
letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Appeal”
or “Information Appeal”. Please cite FBI/PA #433388 assigned to your request so that it may be
easily identified.

The entire content of the file, except for four pages, originated with another government
agency. This office has no authority to release these records and they are being referred, along
with your request, for appropriate action under the FOIA, and direct reply to you.

We are continuing to review records regarding other titles you have requested and will
respond to you by separate correspondence when our review is complete.



If you have any questions concerning this action, feel free to contact Mrs. Reilly at (301) 677-
4742. Please refer to case #796F-01.

Sincerely,

fisost £ Nichell

Russell A. Nichols
Chief, Freedom of Information/
Privacy Office

Enclosure
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Freedom of Information Act/Privacy Act
Deleted Page(s) Information Sheet

Indicated below are one or more statements which prcvide a brief
-rationale for the deletion of this page. :

[:] Information has been withheld in its entirety in
accordance with the following exemption(s):

It is not reasonable to segregate meaningful port:iorns cf the
record for release.

ey individual with nc
¢t of your reguest.

5

Information pertains solely t
reference to you and/or the su

Infcrmation criginated with ancther government agency. It ha
beern referred to them for revisew and direct resporngs =T you.

fjj Infcrmation originated with cne or more government agsni.es.
We are coordinating to dete-rmine the releasability of the
information under their purview. Upon complet:ion of our
coordination, we will advise you of their decis.on.

DELETED PAGE(S)
NO DUPLICATION FEE
FOR THIS PAGE.
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Freedom of Information Act/Privacy Act
Deleted Page(s) Information Sheet_

Indicated below are one or more statements which provide a brief
rationale for the deletion of this page.

[Eﬂ/::;ormation has been withheld in its entirety in

accordance with the following exemption(s):
o

It is not reasonable to segregate meaningful portions of the
record for release.

[:] Information pertains solely to another individual‘with no
reference to you and/or the subject of your request.

[:] Information originated with another government agency. It has
been referred to them for review and direct response to you.

[:] Information originated with one or more government agencies.
We are coordinating to determine the releasability of the
information under their purview. Upon completion of our
coordination, we will advise you of their decision.
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Freedom of Information Act/Privacy Act
Deleted Page(s) Information Sheet_

Indicated below are one or more statements which provide a brief
rationale for the deletion of this page.
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It is not reasonable to segregate meaningful portions of the
record for release.
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reference to you and/or the subject of your request.
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‘ October 25, 1961

' ALL IRPORNATIOR CONTAIWED

: EEREIN IS UNCLASSTF'*n EXCEPY

LATIN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES "URE SHOWN OTHRRWISK.

Intelligence Agency Abolished

i Efforts of the new Dominican Government, headed by President
Joaquin Balaguer, to rid itself of the oppresaive reputation of the regime of
. Generalissimo Rafael Trujillo have included a shake-up of the Dominican
‘intelligence service. Beveral Dominican intelligence officers prominently
associated with the brutality and repression of the Trujillo regime have been
- elther replaced or relegated to the background. Harsher forms of investigation
.- and control, such as torture and assassination, are reportedly no longer in
"~ evidence, -In fact, the principal Dominican intelligence arm, the nutorious
Bervicio de Inteligencia Militar (SIM), has been abolished and replaced by the
so-called Agencia Central de Informaciones (ACI). According to information
furnished by a Dominican intelligence agent who recently defected, however,
this revamping of Dominican intelligence may represent more of a temporary
change than a permanent reform.

Official Marooned

Information from this defector and other well-placed sources indicat:
that SIM went out of existence and was supplanted by the more respectable ACI
. in June, 1861, shortly after the assassination of Trujillo on May 30, 1961.
> pJuan Abbes Garcia SIM leader, was abruptly relieved of his commlssion as
2 colonel in ominican Army and was assigned to a minor post in Ja
%, Yrollowing hig arrival in the Orien j arcia was dismissed from the Dominican
. diplomatic comﬁ|1 and his E omatic Eassﬁrt was canceled. In effect, the
¥ Jormer chie ound himself stran

on a foreign shore, thousands of

miles from the Dominican Republic.
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October 25, 1961

Moves to Nassau

. which described Espaillat as a hated killer of the Trujillo dictatorship who was

i
3
t

R Arturo E liat.; former bead of the Foreign Agents Section of 8IM,

wis olfered a secondary dipiomalic position in the Middle East. Apparently

seeing the handwriting on the wall, Espaillat declined this post and established
residence at Nassau, Bahama Islands, where he reportedly is in possession of
substantial funds and {s making arrangements to set up a trust fund for his childrea.

Anonymous Letter

Espaillat's presence in the Bahamas was brought to the attention of
authorities there through an anonymous letter signed "An American Friend"

wanted b Amarinran antharitiaa in rannanrtinn with the aasassination of a Trufillo -
critice.

-
oratorium on Kimgg_g }(25

According to the Dominican defector previously mentioned, Dominican
intelligence has apparently declared a moratorium on the use of killings and other
atrocities employed by Trujillo to stifle opposition elements. (See the Current
Intelligence Analysis of February 15, 1961.) The feared Acciones y Represiones
S8ection previously connected with SIM--headed by the infamous "Cholo" Villeta
and staffed by a group of professional assassins--has no formal connection with
the ACI and operates mysteriously under the wing of the lesser known Servicio
de Inteligencia de 1a Aviacion Militar Dominicana. The source, however, believes
this is mere camouflage and that Villeta and his henchmen continue to receive 4
orders directly from ACI headquarters. Reportedly, members of the Acciones

" ¥ Represiones Section continue to use ACI automotive and technical equipment,
- although they are careful not to frequent the offices of ACI.
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' Opposition Tolerated

- In line with President Balaguer's professed aim of democratizing the

" country, a degree of open political opposition to the regime 18 now tolerated.

-. Five opposition parties, in response to Balaguer's invitation, are currently

. operating openly, if warily, in the Dominican Republic. The consensus among

-~ Dominican exiles in the United States, however, is that the Government will

. keep opposition activities within strict limits and will tolerate such activities

. only 8o long as they do not offer a serious threat to the regime. Information

* furnished by the former Dominican intelligence agent tends to confirm this belief.
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¥ Tactics Less Obvious

£

- According to the former intelligence agent, ACI, like its predecessor
.- SIM, has directed almost all of its efforts and resources toward following and

# counteracting opposition activities, although ACI has employed less obvious

.. tactics in this regard. Reportedly, among the chief techniques employed by

.+ ACI to control opposition activities are: (1) infiltration of undercover agents .
s+ into opposition parties to develop information concerning their plans and strategy
*". and to identify their followers; (2) provoking of incidents of violence in the vicinity
--of opposition political meetings.to provide an excuse for the arrest and interrogatit

of key opposition leaders.
: Changes in Top Posts

The former intelligence agent has further advised that, although there
.- have been a number of changes in top posts, the personnel of ACI on a working
i~ level i8 substantially the same as the former SIM staff. Moreover, there has
** been no noticeable curtailment in the far-reaching nature of ACI operations, as
<. compared with SIM activities, with the exception of the soft-pedaling of the

. Acciones y Represiones Section. From its five-story headquarters in Ciudad
<.~ Trujillo, ACI continues to direct the activities of a formidable staff of agents

« organized into highly specialized units (including a political brigade, a

- surveillance brigade, a clearance section, an identification bureau, and special
&: radio, transportation, legal, censorship, arms, press, and photographic

£ sections).
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